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Overall Approach - V7 Update Cycle
After 20 years of content revisions, insertions and deletions, it became clear that the 
standard was in need of an overall editorial face lift. The NCS content no longer reads 
as “one voice”. Active and passive tenses along with different sentence structures and 
styles have been inserted with each update cycle. Additionally, some content, such as 
manual drafting, or historical content is no longer relevant or simply just does not 
apply anymore. So, for this ballot cycle, the NCS Steering Committee (NCS SC) 
decided to clean up the standard rather than revise its content. 
To address this massive task an outside Subject Matter Expert, familiar with the NCS, 
was hired to suggest how to reorganize, clean up and clearly identify “required” from 
“informational” or “historical” content. The NCS SC then went through 8 months of 
review going over the SME’s suggestions and developed 20 recommended changes 
for the NCS Project Committee’s review and approval. The following slides provide a 
summary of the changes which will be balloted in late April.
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Global Changes
• Replace references to the Uniform Drawing System, UDS, AIA CAD Layer 

Guidelines, and Tri Services Plotting Guidelines with reference to NCS as 
a whole to unify the NCS and reduce confusion

• Identify Required vs. Informational content
• Remove duplicate or conflicting content
• Remove references to “manual drafting” from all modules
• Move all background history to the “Appendix” section of the standard
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Module 1
• Section 1.3.2 Discipline Designator 

– Establish that Level 2 Discipline 
Designators across a project set 
must be used for either building 
identifiers or discipline modifiers

• Section 1.3.2 Discipline Designator 
– Add a note to list of Level 1 
Discipline Designators to establish 
that this the order for disciplines 
across a project set
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Module 1
• Section 1.3.4 Sheet Sequence 

Number – Clarify use of the 
same level/floor name across 
all disciplines

• Section 1.4.1 File Categories –
Remove section
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Module 1
• Section 1.4.2.1 Model Files vs. 

Sheet Files (overall concept) –
Remove the AutoCAD 
terminology to keep the 
standard vendor neutral

• Section 1.5 File Management 
Recommendations – Remove the 
section as it is not relevant to 
CAD Standards
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Module 4
• Section 4.2.4.3 Sheet Layout –

Remove text indicating drawing 
blocks position on sheet based on 
printed document

• Section 4.2.8 Dimensions – Fix  
dimensioning language to be less 
architecture specific
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Module 4
• UDS Figure 4.3.5.1.3-1 – Fix 

terminology on photographs 
and when used in presentations 
with design content

• Section 4.3.9.2 Photographs – Fix  
text to include laser scanning as 
well as photography in drawings
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Module 4
• Section 4.4 Mock-Up Drawing Set 

– Remove section as it is a process 
and not a CAD or BIM Standard
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Module 8
• Module 8 - Code Conventions – The  

module contains important 
information for meeting code 
requirements in design and 
construction but is focused chiefly 
on plan review and meeting code 
for the purpose of obtaining 
permits. Since it is not a CAD 
standard focused module, the 
Steering Committee recommends 
removing the module
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Appendix I
• Appendix I - Implementation Guidelines – This  appendix shows one 

approach to adoption of the NCS, it is not the only approach and each 
user of the NCS should decide for themselves the best approach to 
implementation, the Steering Committee recommends removing the 
appendix
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• NCS PC Ballot Comment Period – April 28-May 26
• NCS PC Comment Resolution Meeting – May 31 (2:00-4:00PM ET)
• NCS SC Ballot Preparation Period – June 5-June 13
• NCS PC Ballot Voting Period – June 14-July 12
• NCS SC Certify and Announce Voting Results – July 13-July 20

We look forward to your active participation!

4/11/2023 NCS BALLOT PREVIEW 12

Ballot Timeline 
April-July 2023
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