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Subject:  Deleting Requirement for Fire Protection System Disinfection 

Applicability:  All Projects with Fire Sprinkler Systems  

1.  References:  None   

2.  Past Practice has been to introduce either hypochlorite solution or liquid chlorine into the 
sprinkler system for a period of 24 hours after the sprinkler system was built but prior to 
acceptance of the system in order to “disinfect” the system piping.  Recently this practice has 
been discontinued by many due to what has been found to be both its extremely limited 
contribution to prevent bacterial corrosion in system piping and its limited period (measured in 
hours) of effective treatment of bacterial contamination.  Further, all fire sprinkler systems 
connected to potable water systems include backflow prevention device to protect the potable 
water system. 

3.  This bulletin announces the discontinuation of disinfection of piping for fire protection piping 
in UFGS 21 13 13.00 10, Wet Pipe Sprinkler System, Fire Protection; UFGS 21 13 17.00 10 Dry 
Pipe Sprinkler System, Fire Protection; and UFGS 21 13 18.00 10, Preaction and Deluge 
Sprinkler Systems. 

4.  If you have any questions, our point of contact is Mr. Randall Miller, Fire Protection 
Community of Practice leader, CECW-CE, 256-895-1811. 

 
 

 
           //S// 
JAMES C. DALTON, P.E., SES 
Chief, Engineering and Construction   
Directorate of Civil Works 
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