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Applicability:  Guidance 
 
1.  References: 

 
a.  Memorandum CECW-HS, dated 10 May 2007, Subject: Interim USACE Policy on 

Release of Inundation Maps.  (Copy Attached) 
 
b.  Memorandum CECW-CE, dated 26 September 2007, Subject: Interim USACE Policy 

on Release of Inundation Maps.  (Copy Attached) 
 
2.  Purpose:  This Engineering and Construction Bulletin provides additional guidance and 
clarification on the use and release of inundation maps. 
 
3.  Protective Markings:  All copies of inundation maps shall be marked FOUO in accordance 
with Chapter 5 (Controlled Unclassified Information) Army Regulation 380-5 (Department of 
the Army Information Security Program). 
 
4.  Discussion:  There have been a number of questions raise concerning the use and release of 
inundation maps.  The maps may be used in accordance with policy letters referenced above.  
Some uses approved by the policy letters include the following: 
 

a.  Part of the EAP.  The primary use of inundation maps is to support the project 
Emergency Action Plan (EAP).  As part of the EAP, copies of the maps may be given to the 
emergency management agency of communities or other jurisdictions that would be affected by 
a dam failure or other dam safety incident.  The individual or office providing the map to the 
local jurisdiction should ask that the map be safeguarded and not distributed to the public.  We 
recognize that these agencies operate under various state laws concerning the release of 
information and may have to release copies under their laws and regulations. 

 
b.  Public Meetings on Dam Safety.   The inundation maps may be used in public meeting 

concerning dam safety.  The maps may be displayed at the meeting and discussed.  Copies of the 
full inundation maps for a dam shall not be distributed at the meeting without written approval 
from HQUSACE.  When a public meeting is advertised to cover a specific locality, the portion of 
the inundation map required for that locality may be extracted and used as handouts at the public 
meeting. 
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c.  Use by Army Installations.  If requested, copies of inundation maps may be made 
available to Army or other U.S. military installations in the area of the dam.  These organizations 
must safeguard the maps in accordance with the FOUO markings. 
 
 d.  Effect on Individual Location.  When requested information from the inundation 
maps, may be furnished concerning an individual piece of property.  This information should 
identify the property location, current owner, and time and depth of inundation.  The information 
should be requested in writing and the reply provided in writing. 
 
5.  Inundation maps shall not be posted on Corps of Engineers web sites, and electronic copies of 
the maps shall not be released without prior approval from HQUSACE in accordance with 
Reference a. of this document. 
 
6.  Points of contact for this ECB are Eric Halpin, 202-761-7662 and Charles Pearre, 202-761-
0338. 
 
 
 
           //S// 

   JAMES C. DALTON, P.E. 
       Chief, Engineering and Construction 
       Directorate of Civil Works 
 
Enclosures as stated 

 2


















	ENGINEERING AND 
	Construction Bulletin



